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Begun and held in the City Council on Tuesday,
the nineteenth day of August, Two Thousand Twenty-Five

ORDINANCE NO. 9141

AN ORDINANCE DECLARING OCTOBER 24 OF EVERY YEAR AS "MANILA HOPIA
DAY", ESTABLISHING AN ANNUAL CELEBRATION, APPROPRIATING FUNDS
THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

Article XIV, Sections 14 and 15 of the 1987 Philippine Constitution mandate the
State to foster the preservation, enrichment and dynamic evolution of a Filipino national

culture and to conserve, promote and popularize the nation's historical and cultural
heritage and resources.

The pastry popularly known as hopia has long been intertwined with the history
and identity of the City of Manila, particularly in the district of Binondo, where family
enterprises helped popularize hopia and contributed to the city's reputation as a culinary
capital.

On July 2024, the first-ever “National Hopia Day” was held and celebrated
nationwide, drawing public recognition of hopia as a cultural food symbol and
underscoring Manila's role as its historical home.

Hopia found its widespread popularity in the Philippines through the community of
Binondo, Manila, where pioneer bakeries established and popularized hopia-making as

early as 1912, making the City of Manila the cultural and historical home of hopia in the
country;

It is fitting that the City of Manila, as the birthplace and culturachome of hopia in
the Philippines, formally recognizes this legacy through the institufiohalization of an
annual celebration to be known as "Manila Hopia Day" every October 24

TIMOTHYOLIVER “TIPI“ i. ZARCAL
Councilor, Third|District
Manila




Be it ordained by the City Council of Manila, in session assembled, THAT:

SECTION 1. Title. - This ordinance shall also be known as the "Manila Hopia Day
Ordinance™.

SEC. 2. Definition of Terms. - For the purpose of this Ordinance, the following
terms shall be defined as follows:

a) Manila Hopia Day - refers to the annual celebration held every October 24
in the City of Manila to highlight the cultural significance of hopia.

b) Manila Hopia Day Committee - refers to the organizing body created under this
Ordinance to plan, coordinate and implement the activities related to Manila Hopia
Day.

SEC. 3. Declaration of Principles and Policies. - Every October 24 of each year
is hereby declared as "Manila Hopia Day" in the City of Manila, and every year thereafter
it shall be observed as a special day for the hopia industry and the cultural communities
engaged in its production and promotion.

All hopia makers, vendors, cooperatives, schools and community organizations
are encouraged to participate in a common celebration to be organized by the City
Government, in partnership with the private sector, under the theme of promoting Manila's
cultural and culinary heritage.

SEC. 5. Appropriation of Funds. - Appropriation of Funds for the Manila Hopia
day shall be implied upon the discretion and approval from the Annual City Budget.

SEC. 6. Manila Hopia Day Committee. - There shall be a Manila Hopia Day
Committee to be created by the City Mayor through an Executive Order and has the
following composition:

Chairman - City Mayor/Vice-Mayor
Vice Chairman - Head of the Department of Tourism, Culture & Arts of Manila
(DTCAM)

Members:

City Treasurer;

City Legal Officer;

Chairman, Committee on Tourism of the Sangguniang Paniungsod;
Chairman, Committee on Arts & Culture of the Sangguniang Panlungsod;
Representatives from the Private Sector;

Representative from the Federation of Filipino Chinese Chambers of
Commerce & Industry, Inc. (FFCCCII);
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SEC. 7. Powers and Functions of the Manila Hopia Day Commiittee. - The
officers and members of the Manila Hopia Day Committee shall have the following
obligations and responsibilities to:

a. Planning and Coordination. The Committee shall convene at least
once every quarter to plan and establish the mechanisms for the proper
conduct of the Manila Hopia Day celebration, provided that the duration
of the festival shall be centered on October 24 and shall not exceed five
(5) days.

b. Promotion and Participation. Encourage the active participation of
various sectors of the City of Manila and develop programs designed to
attract both local and international tourists to the celebration:;
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c¢. Budgeting. Formulate a basic and appropriate budgeting scheme for
the activities of Manila Hopia Day, subject to the review and approval of
the Sangguniang Panlungsod and consistent with applicable
government accounting and auditing rules and regulations;

d. Program Design and Submission. Prepare the concept, program
mechanics, and detailed schedule of activities for the festival, and
submit the same to the Sangguniang Panlungsod for final scrutiny and
approval at least one (1) month prior to the scheduled celebration. The
program may include hopia-making fairs, cooking demonstrations,
cultural shows, "hopia-eating" contests and history-and-artisanal
exhibits;

e. Implementation and Supervision. Oversee the execution of approved
programs and activities, ensure proper coordination among city offices,
barangays, and private stakeholders, and supervise compliance with
laws, ordinances, and safety regulations; and

f. Reporting and Evaluation. Submit fo the Sangguniang Panlungsod
and the City Mayor a post-event report within thirty (30) days after the
conclusion.

SEC. 8. Separability Clause. - If any provision of this Ordinance is declared
unconstitutional or invalid, other parts or provisions not affected shall remain in full force
and effect.

SEC. 9. Repealing Clause. - All ordinances, rules, and regulations or parts
thereof which are inconsistent with any provision of this Ordinance are hereby repealed
or modified accordingly.

SEC. 10. Effectivity. - This Ordinance shall take effect fifteen (15) days after
its publication in a newspaper of general circulation.

This Ordinance was finally enacted by the City Council of Manila on
October 21, 2025.



PRESIDED BY:

TIMOTHY OLTVER "To§" I. ZARCAL
Pragident Pro-Te

cting Presiding Officer

City Council, Manila

ATTESTED:
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AATTY. HANS ROGER S. LUNA
City Government Department Head il
(Secretary to the City Council)

APPROVED BY HIS HONOR, THE MAYOR, oN___ OCT 2 7 2023
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FRANCISCO “}SKO MORENO” DOMAGOSO
ayor
ity of Manila

ATTESTED:
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